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| Asked Al to Learn, But | Forgot to Think
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Zamboanga City 7000, Philippines
Corresponding email: colineceneciro2021@gmail.com

| typed, “Write me an essay about my nation.”
In seconds, it appeared flawless in construction.
But when the teacher asked me to explain,
| froze, unsure, and filled with shame.

Did | really learn, or just pretend | did?

| used Al for every school task | met,
And let it do the work without regret.
It made things easy, smooth, and fast,
But now | wonder—how long will that last?

If I lose the habit of thinking, what remains?

My fear is not a failing grade,
But losing my name in the work | made.
If all my answers come from a screen,
Will I still know what my words mean?

Success feels empty when it isn’t mine.

Al tools grow more powerful each day,
Yet many ask, “Is this the right way?”
No training, no rules, just trial and error,
Some use it right, but many surrender.

We need wisdom, not just access to tools.

| don’t hate Al, it can help me rise,
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- But only if | think, reflect, and realize.

It should be my aid, not my brain,
Not a crutch | lean on again and again.

Real education needs me to participate.

So now | ask not just “what” but “why,”

| write with effort and sometimes cry.
Because learning is not meant to be rushed—
I's earned with thought, with trust, with touch.

Al can guide me, but it can’t replace me.
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